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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Roald Dahl 
 
This is a new edition of the famous Dahl story of Charlie Bucket and his 
Golden Ticket, and Willy Wonka and his amazing chocolate factory. It 
features a great new Quentin Blake cover as well as a whole new 
exciting end section about Roald Dahl and his world. 
 
 

 
 

  

Charlotte's Web
E. B. White 
 
Charlotte's Web is the classic children's story by E B White. The tale of 
how a little girl named Fern, with the help of a friendly spider, saved her 
pig Wilbur from the usual fate of nice fat little pigs. E. B. White was 
born in New York in 1899 and died in 1985. He kept animals on his 
farm in Maine and some of these creatures crept into his books, such as 
Stuart Little which was recently made into a blockbusting film. He 
received many awards including the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal in 
1970, an award given every five years to authors who have 'made a 
substantial and lasting contribution to literature for children'. Also by E 
B White: Charlotte's Web; Stuart Little; and, The Trumpet of the Strong.
 
 

 
 

 

Connor's Eco Den
Pippa Goodhart 
 
The Hogg family are bursting out of their small house so Mr. Hogg 
challenges his three sons to build an extra bedroom themselves. Who 
will come up with the best design? Barrington Stoke specialises in 
books for reluctant, struggling and dyslexic readers. 
 
 

 
 



  

Cosmic 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
 
Liam is too big for his boots. And his football strip. And his school 
blazer. But being super-sized height-wise has its advantages: he's the 
only eleven-year-old to ever ride the G-force defying Cosmic 
rollercoaster -- or be offered the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-legged 
Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing with a group of 
adults for the chance to go into space. Is Liam the best boy for the job? 
Sometimes being big isn't all about being a grown-up. 
 
 

 
 

  

Dragon Rider
Cornelia Funke 
 
A dragon. A boy. A journey. Firedrake, a brave young dragon, his 
loyal brownie friend Sorrel and a lonely boy called Ben are united as 
if by destiny. Together, they embark on a magical journey to find the 
legendary place where silver dragons can live in peace for ever. With 
only a curious map and the whispered memories of an old dragon to 
guide them, they fly across moonlit lands and seas to reach the 
highest mountains in the world. Along the way, they discover 
extraordinary new friends in unlikely places and a courage they never 
knew they had. Just as well, for the greatest enemy of all is never far 
behind them - a heartless monster from the past who's been waiting a 
very long time to destroy the last dragons on earth. 
 
 

 
 

 

Fire, Bed and Bone
Henrietta Branford 
 
Stylish reissue of a multi-award-winning, dramatic tale of the Peasants' 
Revolt. The narrator of this unforgettable tale is an old hunting dog. 
Living with the lowly Rufus and Comfort and their children, she has all 
a dog could ask for - fire, bed and bone. But this is 1381 and unrest is 
spreading like plague among the peasants of southern England, who are 
tired of the hardship and injustice they suffer at the hands of oppressive 
landlords. Rebellion is in the air, stirred up by men like John Ball and 
Wat Tyler, and life for man - and dog - is about to change 
dramatically... 
 
 

 
 



  

Gideon the Cutpurse
Linda Buckley-Archer 
 
An encounter with an anti-gravity machine catapults Peter Schock and 
Kate Dyer back to the 18th century and sets in motion a calamitous 
chain of events. While a massive police hunt gets underway to find the 
missing children in the 21st century - in 1763 a hardened criminal, the 
Tar Man, steals the anti-gravity machine and disappears into the London 
underworld. Stranded in another time and forced to chase the Tar Man 
to his lair, Peter and Kate find a friend and guide in reformed cutpurse, 
Gideon Seymour. Gideon does every thing he can to help them, but will 
his dark past catch up with him before the machine is recovered? 
 
 

 
 

 

Highway Robbery
Kate Thompson 
 
'Hold the mare for me, lad. And when I come back I'll give you a 
golden guinea.' It's more money than the street urchin has ever dreamt 
of. But who is the rider, and why is there so much interest in his big 
black horse? And will the boy ever see the money he has been 
promised? There's highway robbery in the air, but it isn't always 
entirely clear just who is trying to rob who. 
 
 

 
 

  

Krindlekrax 
Philip Ridley 
 
Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, thick glasses and a 
squeaky voice, and the idea of him taming a dragon makes the whole 
class laugh. Big, strong Elvis is stupid but he looks like a hero. So who 
is more likely to get the big part in the school play? But when the 
mysterious beast, Krindlekrax, threatens Lizard Street and everyone who 
lives there, it is Ruskin who saves the day and proves he is the stuff that 
heros are made of after all. 
 
 

 
 



  

Matilda 
Roald Dahl, Julia Eccleshare 
 
Matilda is a brilliant and sensitive child, but her parents think of her 
only as a nuisance. Even before she is five years old, she has read 
Dickens and Hemingway and still her parents think of her as a pest. So 
she decides to get back at them. Her platinum-haired mother and car 
salesman father are no match for her sharp genius, and neither is the 
cruel headmistress Miss Trunchbull. And then the child prodigy 
discovers she has an extraordinary magic power that can save her school 
and especially the lovely kindergarten teacher, Miss Honey. 
 
 

 
 

  

Pig Heart Boy 
Malorie Blackman 
 
You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids 
don't need heart transplants. So there's this doctor. He says there's a 
chance for you. But he also says it's experimental, controversial and 
risky. And it's never been done before. Shortlisted for the Carnegie 
Medal, this is a powerful, thought-provoking story from the award-
winning Malorie Blackman. 
 
 

 
 

  

Redwall 
Brian Jacques 
 
Redwall Abbey, tranquil home to a community of peace-loving mice is 
threatened by Cluny the Scourge - the evil-one-eyed rat warlord - and 
his battle-hardened horde of predators. Cluny is certain that Redwall 
will fall easily to his fearsome army but he hasn't bargained for the 
courage and strength of the combined forces of the Redwall mice and 
their loyal woodland friends... 
 
 

 
 



  

Stormbreaker 
Anthony Horowitz 
 
When his guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, fourteen-year-old 
Alex Rider finds his world turned upside down. Forcibly recruited into 
MI6, Alex has to take part in gruelling SAS training exercises. Then, 
armed with his own special set of secret gadgets, he's off on his first 
mission to Cornwall, where Middle-Eastern multi-billionaire Herod 
Sayle is producing his state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers. Sayle 
has offered to give one free to every school in the country - but there's 
more to the gift than meets the eye. 
 
 

 
 

  

Street Child 
Berlie Doherty 
 
Unforgettable tale of an orphan in Victorian London, based on the boy 
whose plight inspired Dr Barnardo to found his famous children's 
homes. When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He 
is sent to the workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the 
streets of the city over the confines of the workhouse walls. Struggling 
to survive, Jim finally finds some friends...only to be snatched away and 
made to work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, constantly 
guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe. Will Jim ever manage to be free? 
 
 

 
 

  

Tales of Terror from the Tunnel's Mouth
Chris Priestley 
 
A boy is put on a train by his stepmother to make his first journey on his 
own. But soon that journey turns out to be more of a challenge than 
anyone could have imagined as the train stalls at the mouth of a tunnel 
and a mysterious woman in white helps the boy while away the hours by 
telling him stories - stories with a difference. 
 
 

 
 



  

The Bursting Balloons Mystery
Alexander McCall Smith 
 
Max and Maddy are on the trail of a criminal who'll stop at nothing to 
sabotage Mr Helium's trans-American hot-air balloon race. The prize is 
a gold balloon worth one million and one dollars, and all the money 
raised by the race is to go towards the Home for Children Whose 
Parents Have Disappeared in Balloons - so there's a lot at stake! They 
take to the skies on board Mr Helium's very own balloon in order to 
catch the cheat. But will the detectives become victim to the dastardly 
villain's dangerous schemes and dirty tricks, or will they blow his plot 
sky-high? 
 
 

 
 

  

The Butterfly Lion
Michael Morpurgo 
 
New edition of the Smarties-Prize-winning story from the former 
Children's Laureate. Now published into the First Modern Classics list, 
fantastic stories for young readers. A lyrical and moving tale of a young 
boy growing up in Africa, and his lifelong friendship with a white lion. 
Bertie rescues an orphaned lion cub from the African veld. They are 
inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England 
and the lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one day they will see 
one another again, but it is the butterfly lion which ensures that their 
friendship will never be forgotten. 
 
 

 
 

  

The Eagle of the Ninth
Rosemary Sutcliff 
 
The Ninth Legion marched into the mists of northern Britain - and they 
were never seen again. Four thousand men disappeared and their eagle 
standard was lost. It's a mystery that's never been solved, until now 
...Marcus has to find out what happened to his father, who led the 
legion. So he sets out into the unknown, on a quest so dangerous that 
nobody expects him to return. The Eagle of the Ninth is heralded as one 
of the most outstanding children's books of the twentieth century and 
has sold over a million copies worldwide. Rosemary Sutcliff writes with 
such passion and attention to detail that Roman Britain is instantly 
brought to life and stays with the reader long after the last page has been 
turned. The book is also now the subject of a major film. 
 
 

 
 



  

The Eighteenth Emergency
Betsy Byars 
 
The school bully is out to get Mouse Fawley, and while Mouse is waiting 
for that terrible event, he thinks of 17 other emergencies (lion attack, the 
appearance of sharks, strangulation by boa constrictor) all of which he 
can handle 
 
 

 
 

  

The Mouse and His Child
Russell Hoban 
 
'Brilliantly plotted ...a spellbinder ...it has a style that glows and 
crackles.' Spectator 'Hugely funny, provocative, pathetic and heroic.' 
TLS 'What are we, Papa?' the toy mouse child asked his father. 'I don't 
know,' the father answered. 'We must wait and see.' So begins the story 
of a tin father and son who dance under a Christmas tree until they break 
the ancient clockwork rules and are themselves broken. Thrown away, 
then rescued from a dustbin and repaired by a tramp, they set out on a 
dangerous quest for a family and a place of their own - the magnificent 
doll's house, the plush elephant and the tin seal they had once know in 
the toy shop. 
 
 

 
 

  

The Owl Service
Alan Garner 
 
Winner of both the Guardian Award and the Carnegie Medal, this is an 
all-time classic, combining mystery, adventure, history and a complex 
set of human relationships. It all begins with the scratching in the 
ceiling. From the moment Alison discovers the dinner service in the 
attic, with its curious pattern of floral owls, a chain of events is set in 
progress that is to effect everybody's lives. Relentlessly, Alison, her 
step-brother Roger and Welsh boy Gwyn are drawn into the replay of a 
tragic Welsh legend - a modern drama played out against a background 
of ancient jealousies. As the tension mounts, it becomes apparent that 
only by accepting and facing the situation can it be resolved. 
 
 

 
 



  

The Red Necklace
Sally Gardner 
 
The story of a remarkable boy called Yann Margoza; Tetu the dwarf, his 
friend and mentor; Sido, unloved daughter of a foolish Marquis; and 
Count Kalliovski, Grand Master of a secret society, who has half the 
aristocracy in thrall to him, and wants Yann dead. Yann is spirited away 
to London but three years later, when Paris is gripped by the bloody 
horrors of the Revolution, he returns, charged with two missions: to find 
out Kalliovski's darkest deeds and to save Sido from the guillotine. With 
a tangle of secrets, a thread of magic and a touch of humour, the follies 
of the aristocracy and the sufferings of ordinary people are unfolded as 
their lives move relentlessly towards the tragic and horrific days of the 
Terror. THE RED NECKLACE is not only a tremendous adventure 
story but a vibrant and passionate picture of Paris in turmoil and of a 
large cast of memorable characters. 
 
 

 
 

  

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase
Joan Aiken 
 
1832 - a period of English History that never happened. Good King 
James III is on the throne and the country is ravaged by wolves which 
have migrated through the newly-opened Channel Tunnel. When Sylvia 
and Bonnie (both orphans) fall into the hands of evil Miss Slighcarp, 
they must use all their wits to escape unscathed - for the governess is 
more cruel and merciless than the wolves that surround the great house 
of Willoughby Chase. 
 
 

 
 

  

There's a Boy in the Girls' Bathroom
Louis Sachar 
 
Give me a dollar or I'll spit on you. That's Bradley Chalker for you. He 
is the oldest child in the class. He tells enormous lies. He picks fights 
with girls, and the teachers say he has serious behaviour problems. No 
one likes him - except Carla, the new school counsellor. She thinks 
Bradley is sensitive and generous, and she even enjoys his far-fetched 
stories. Carla knows that Bradley could change, if only he weren't afraid 
to try. Sometimes the hardest thing in the world is believing in yourself.
 
 

 
 



  

Two Weeks with the Queen
Morris Gleitzman 
 
'I need to see the Queen about my sick brother.' Colin Mudford is on a 
quest. His brother Luke has cancer and the doctors in Australia don't 
seem to be able to cure him. Sent to London to stay with relatives, Colin 
is desperate to do something to help Luke. He wants to find the best the 
doctor in the world. Where better to start than by going to the top? Colin 
is determined to ask the Queen for her advice. In Morris Gleitzman's 
trademark style, this very moving story illuminates deeply serious issues 
about illness and loss with bright moments of humour. 
 
 

 
 

  

Why the Whales Came
Michael, M. B. E. Morpurgo 
 
An exciting adventure from Britain's best-loved children's author and the 
man behind War Horse, Michael Morpurgo. Gracie and her friend 
Daniel have always been warned to stay away from the Birdman and his 
side of the island. But then they find a message in the sand and discover 
the Birdman is not who they thought. They build up a lovely friendship 
with him, but when the children get stranded on Samson Island they 
don't know whether to believe the birdman's story that the island is 
cursed. Set on a remote island against the backdrop of World War I this 
story will captivate and delight young readers. Former Children's 
Laureate and award-winning author of War Horse, Michael Morpurgo, 
again demonstrates why he is considered to be the master story teller 
with yet another of his beautifully crafted war stories for children. 
 
 

 
 

 


