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Across the Barricades A Kevin and Sadie Story

Joan Lingard
Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, but it's not that simple. Things
are bad in Belfast. Soldiers walk the streets and the city is divided. No
Catholic boy and Protestant girl can go out together - not without
dangerous consequences...This is the second of Joan Lingard's groundbreaking Kevin and Sadie books.

Catcall

Linda Newbery
It's a time of change for Josh. He has a relatively new stepdad and a
brand new baby sister. But for Josh's younger brother, Jamie, the family
upheaval has deeply disturbing consequences: he refuses to speak, and
after a vivid, frightening dream develops an obsession with wild cats.
With his parents so preoccupied, it's up to Josh - who's always been the
quiet one - to keep the family together and find a cure for his brother's
strange behaviour. And in helping Jamie to recover his voice, Josh
discovers an unexpectedly resonant one of his own. CATCALL is a
tense, gripping and atmospheric novel, full of powerful ideas, and
blending deep psychological tension with fast-paced action - highlyacclaimed author Linda Newbery at her most compelling and insightful.

Darkside

Tom Becker
Your home's been attacked. Your dad's in an asylum. You're running for
your life. And there's nowhere to hide. You've stumbled on the city's
greatest secret: Darkside. Incredibly dangerous and unimaginably
exciting. Darkside is ruled by Jack the Ripper's children - a place where
nightmares walk the streets. You think you're in trouble now, but your
problems have just begun...

Gideon the Cutpurse

Linda Buckley-Archer
An encounter with an anti-gravity machine catapults Peter Schock and
Kate Dyer back to the 18th century and sets in motion a calamitous
chain of events. While a massive police hunt gets underway to find the
missing children in the 21st century - in 1763 a hardened criminal, the
Tar Man, steals the anti-gravity machine and disappears into the London
underworld. Stranded in another time and forced to chase the Tar Man
to his lair, Peter and Kate find a friend and guide in reformed cutpurse,
Gideon Seymour. Gideon does every thing he can to help them, but will
his dark past catch up with him before the machine is recovered?

Goodnight Mister Tom

Michelle Magorian
Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian won the Guardian
Children's Fiction Award. Mum said war was a punishment from God
for people's sins, so he'd better watch out. She didn't tell him what to
watch out for, though. When the Second World War breaks out, young
Willie Beech is evacuated to the countryside. A sad, deprived child, he
slowly begins to flourish under the care of kind old Tom Oakley. But
then his cruel mother summons him back to war-torn London...Will he
ever see Mister Tom again? Everyone's idea of a smash-hit first novel:
full-blown characters to love and hate, moments of grief and joy, and a
marvellous story that knows just how to grab the emotions . (Guardian).
Michelle Magorian was born in Portsmouth and on leaving school
studied at the Rose Bruford College of speech and Drama and Marcel
Marceau's International School of Mime in Paris. Over the years she
became interested in children's books and decided to write one herself.
The result was Goodnight Mister Tom, which won the Guardian
Children's Fiction Award, an International Reading Association Award
and was also made into a much-loved film, starring the late John Thaw.

Holes

Louis Sachar
Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck going back generations,
so he is not too surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends him to
Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre. Nor is he very surprised
when he is told that his daily labour at the camp is to dig a hole, five foot
wide by five foot deep, and report anything that he finds in that hole. The
warden claims that it is character building, but this is a lie and Stanley
must dig up the truth. In this wonderfully inventive, compelling novel
that is both serious and funny, Louis Sachar has created a masterpiece
that will leave all readers amazed and delighted by the author's narrative
flair and brilliantly handled plot.

I am David

Anne Holm
'You must get away tonight,' the man had told him. David escapes from
the concentration camp where he has spent his entire life and flees
across Europe. He is utterly alone - who can he trust? What will await
him? And all the while, how can he be sure that they won't catch up with
him ...This is the remarkable story of David's introduction to the world:
sea, mountains and flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people
laughing and smiling, all are new to David. David learns that his polite
manner, his haunted eyes and his thin features are strange to other
people. He must learn to fend for himself in this strange new world. This
is The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas meets Jonathan Safran Foer for
children. An incredible story of survival against all odds and selfdiscovery.

My Swordhand is Singing

Marcus Sedgwick
In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter Tomas and his son, Peter,
arrive in Chust and despite the inhospitability of the villagers settle there
as woodcutters. Tomas digs a channel of fast-flowing waters around
their hut so they have their own little island kingdom. Peter doesn't
understand why his father has done this, nor why his father carries a
long battered box everywhere they go, and why he is forbidden to know
its contents. But when a band of gypsies comes to the village Peter's
drab existence is turned upside down. He is infatuated by the beautiful
gypsy princess, Sofia, intoxicated by their love of life and drawn into
their deadly quest. For these travellers are Vampire Slayers and Chust is
a dying community - where the dead come back to wreak revenge on the

living. Amidst the terrifying events that follow, Peter is stunned to see
his father change from a disillusioned man to the warrior hero he once
was. Marcus draws on his extensive research of the vampire legend and
sets his story in the forbidding and remote landscapes of the 17th
century. Written in his usual distinctive voice, this is also the story of a
father and his son, of loss, redemption and resolution.

Noughts and Crosses Book 1

Malorie Blackman
Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is
a nought - a 'colourless' member of the underclass who were once slaves
to the Crosses. The two have been friends since early childhood. But
that's as far as it can go. Against a background of prejudice, distrust and
mounting terrorist violence, a romance builds between Sephy and
Callum - a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger ...

Private Peaceful

Michael, M. B. E. Morpurgo
Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War from a
master storyteller. Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story follows
24 hours in his life at the front during WW1, and captures his memories
as he looks back over his life. Full of stunningly researched detail and
engrossing atmosphere, the book leads to a dramatic and moving
conclusion. Both a love story and a deeply moving account of the
horrors of the First World War, this book will reach everyone from 9 to
90.

Ribblestrop

Andy Mulligan
Roofless dormitories, distracted teachers and a lethally dangerous
underground labyrinth - Ribblestrop's visionary headmaster is out of his
depth even before the pupils arrive! And when they do - what a bunch!
There's Sanchez, a Colombian gangster's son hiding from kidnappers;
Millie, an excluded arsonist and self-confessed wild child; Caspar, the
landlady's spoiled grandson; the helpful but hapless Sam and his best
friend Ruskin, plus a handful of orphans from overseas, who are just
happy to have beds - even if they are located in a roofless part of the
building...Anything could happen - and anything does!

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Mildred Delois Taylor
Mildred D.Taylor's much-loved classic, for readers aged 12+, Roll of
Thunder Hear My Cry follows a feisty African-American girl - Cassie
Logan - as she grows up in Mississippi during the Great Depression and
learns the shocking realities of racism. Perfect for fans of The Help ,
Malorie Blackman and To Kill a Mockingbird . 'Look out there, Cassie
girl, all that belongs to you.' Cassie finds it difficult to understand why
the farm means so much to her father. But, as she witnesses the hatred
and destruction all around her, she begins to learn the importance of
standing up for your rights. The powerful and moving story of growing
up during the American Depression. Mildred D. Taylor was born is
Jackson, Mississippi and is the author of several young adult novels
which tackle issues of race, including: the iconic Roll of Thunder Hear
My Cry , Let the Circle Be Unbroken and The Land .

Sabriel

Garth Nix
Who will guard the living when the dead arise? Sabriel is sent as a child
across the Wall to the safety of a school in Ancelstierre. Away from
magic; away from the Dead. After receiving a cryptic message from her
father, 18-year-old Sabriel leaves her ordinary school and returns across
the Wall into the Old Kingdom. Fraught with peril and deadly trickery,
her journey takes her to a world filled with parasitical spirits,
Mordicants, and Shadow Hands - for her father is none other than The
Abhorson. His task is to lay the disturbed dead back to rest. This obliges
him - and now Sabriel, who has taken on her father's title and duties - to
slip over the border into the icy river of Death, sometimes battling the
evil forces that lurk there, waiting for an opportunity to escape into the
realm of the living. Desperate to find her father, and grimly determined
to help save the Old Kingdom from destruction by the horrible forces of
the evil undead, Sabriel endures almost impossible challenges whilst
discovering her own supernatural abilities - and her destiny.

Skulduggery Pleasant: Playing with Fire

Derek Landy
Just when you think you've saved the world... You will kill her? the
Torment asked. Skulduggery sagged. Yes. He hesitated, then took his
gun from his jacket. I'm sorry, Valkyrie, he said softly. Don't talk to me,
Valkyrie said. Just do what you have to do. Valkyrie parted her tunic,
and Skulduggery pointed the gun at the vest beneath. Please forgive me,
Skulduggery said, then aimed the gun at the girl and pulled the trigger.
With Serpine dead, the world is safe once more. At least, that's what
Valkyrie and Skulduggery think, until the notorious Baron Vengeous
makes a bloody escape from prison, and dead bodies and vampires start
showing up all over Ireland. With Baron Vengeous after the deadly
armour of Lord Vile, and pretty much everyone out to kill Valkyrie, the
daring detective duo face their biggest challenge yet. But what if the
greatest threat to Valkyrie is just a little closer to home...?

Smith

Leon Garfield
Young Smith was a pickpocket - a very accomplished one. But one day
his pick-pocketing was to lead him into a sinister and dangerous web of
murder, intrigue and betrayal.

Stoneheart

Charlie Fletcher
'Deep in the City something had been woken, so old that people had
been walking past it for centuries without giving it a second look...'
When George breaks the dragon's head outside the Natural History
Museum he awakes an ancient power. This prehistoric beast, sentry-still
for centuries, hunts him down with a terrifying wrath. And this is just
the beginning...The taints and spits - statues with opposing natures - are
warring forces; wreaking deadly havoc on the city landscape. The
World War One gunner offers protection of sorts; and the wisdom of the
Sphinx is legendary. But George and his companion Edie are trapped in
a world of danger. And worse - they are quite alone. The rest of London
is oblivious to their plight. This epic adventure exposes forces longlayered in the fabric of London. After entering its richly original and
breathtaking world, the city streets and skyline will never again seem
the same!

The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents (Discworld Novel 28)

Terry Pratchett
It's A Rat-Eat-Rat World...Every town on Discworld knows the stories
about rats and pipers, and Maurice - a streetwise tomcat - leads a band
of educated ratty friends (and a stupid kid) on a nice little earner. Piper
plus rats equals lots and lots of money. Until they run across someone
playing a different tune. Now he and his rats must learn a new concept:
evil...

The Little Soldier

Bernard Ashley
When Kaninda survives a brutal attack on his village in East Africa he
joins the rebel army, where he's trained to carry weapons, and use them.
But aid workers take him to London, to a new family and a
comprehensive school. Clan and tribal conflicts are everywhere, and on
the streets it's estate versus estate, urban tribe against urban tribe. All
Kaninda wants it to get back to his own war and take revenge on his
enemies. But together with Laura Rose, the daughter of his new family,
he is drawn into a dangerous local conflict that is spiraling out of
control.

The Machine Gunners

Robert Westall
'Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of live ammo. And that
gun's no peashooter. It'll go through a brick wall at a quarter of a mile.'
Chas McGill has the second-best collection of war souvenirs in
Garmouth, and he desperately wants it to be the best. When he stumbles
across the remains of a German bomber crashed in the woods - its shiny,
black machine-gun still intact - he grabs his chance. Soon he's
masterminding his own war effort with dangerous and unexpected
results... ...not just the best book so far written for children about the
Second World War, but also a metaphor for now. - Aidan Chambers,
Times Literary Supplement .

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4

Sue Townsend
The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4 is the first book in Sue
Townsend's brilliantly funny Adrian Mole series. Friday January 2nd. I
felt rotten today. It's my mother's fault for singing 'My Way' at two
o'clock in the morning at the top of the stairs. Just my luck to have a
mother like her. There is a chance my parents could be alcoholics. Next
year I could be in a children's home. Meet Adrian Mole, a hapless
teenager providing an unabashed, pimples-and-all glimpse into
adolescent life. Writing candidly about his parents' marital troubles, the
dog, his life as a tortured poet and 'misunderstood intellectual', Adrian's
painfully honest diary is still hilarious and compelling reading thirty
years after it first appeared. Bestselling author Sue Townsend has been
Britain's favourite comic writer for over three decades. I not only wept, I
howled and hooted and had to get up and walk around the room and
wipe my eyes so that I could go on reading. (Tom Sharpe). A satire of
our times. Very funny indeed. (Sunday Times). We laugh both at Mole
and with him. A wonderful comic read, that, like all the best comedy,
says something rather meaningful. (Heat). Sue Townsend is Britain's
favourite comic author. Her hugely successful novels include eight
Adrian Mole books, The Public Confessions of a Middle-Aged Woman
(Aged 553/4), Number Ten, Ghost Children, The Queen and I, Queen
Camilla and The Woman Who Went to Bed For a Year, all of which are
highly acclaimed bestsellers. She has also written numerous wellreceived plays. She lives in Leicester, where she was born and grew up.

The Tulip Touch

Anne Fine
Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She skives off school, cheeks the
teachers and makes herself unpopular with her classmates by telling
awful lies. None of this matters to Natalie who finds Tulip exciting. At
first she doesn't care that other people are upset and unnerved by Tulip's
bizarre games, but as the games become increasingly sinister and
dangerous, Natalie realises that Tulip is going too far, much too far,
racing, in fact, to the novel's shocking ending.

